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An Unseen Advantage:
How Clean, Comfortable Air
Keeps Employees Productive

It may come as a surprise to leam that one of the biggest influences on the comfort and productivity
of your employees is something you will never see: air.

Contaminants in your indoor air come from & wide variety of common sources, including: emissions
from running equipment and machinery, fumes from loading docks, cleaning products and particu-
late matter from building-construction projects. These are just a small number of the possible
pallutants to your facility’s air quality.

So how can you protect against these dangers and keep employees comfortable and productive?
One of the best defenses is having the naht selection of HVAC products. This guide will introduce
you to some of the benefits of maintaiming clean indoor air guality. the dangers associated when in-
door air quality s neglected and how Dayton products can support comfortable work environments.

Why is IAQ Important?

Indoor air quality (IAQ) describes the state of air inside a facility based on the presence of pollutants
and the internal temperature. IAQ can impact the health, comfort, well-being and productivity of
employees and is ranked by OSHA and the EPA as among the most serious emaronmental problems
in the US, The EPA estimates that poor |AQ may cost the LS. tens of billlans of dollars each year in
lost productivity and medical costs.

Changes in the state of your |AQ can be subtle and may aften be the result of seemingly negligible
factors. It is extremely important to manitor your AQ dosely and always have the right selection of
HVAC products to keep air quality clean and comfortabie.

Good IAQ Improves Employee Productivity

Increased productivity is among every facility’s goals and is an ongoing challenge. Studies show that
environmental and comfort factors in the workplace have a direct effect on employees and that IAQH
improvements can lead to greater productivity. Good indoor air guality also contributes to employes
and customer safety and satisfaction.

Poor IAQ Leads to Employee Discomfort

Poor IAQ has subtle but dangerous consequences. Often, the symptams can be confused with those
of other, more familiar linesses and thus go untreated, LAQ issues may be to blame if, aver long
periods of time, empl peri p such as:

* Fatigue * Headaches

« Fits of sneezing or coughing * Dizziness

Questions to Ask When
Analyzing Your IAQ

There are many things to bear in mind when studying your faciity's IACL A full inquiry comprises
tests such as airflow diagrams and chemical measurements of air particles, However, there are a
few basic questions you can ask to get an idea of what the 1AQ Is like in your facility,

1. Is this facility being used for what it was originally intended?

It your facility is being used in ways outside of its original design, your HVAC systems may
not be adequate for your IAQ needs.

2. Has your facility undergone any significant layout changes?

If your facility has a new layout, your HVAC systems must be adjusted to take the new design
into account. Wall placement, additional machines and even adding more employees can all
have an impact on |AQ.

3. Are there reports of any health issues that are focused in one
area of your facility?

If there Is a pattem of illness in a concentrated area, it may be retated to IAQ and merit
further investigation

4. During a walk-through of the facility, do you notice any unusual
drafts, odors or other disturbances?

Sometimes the first alert to 8 possible 1AQ problem is your own senses. If something
seems odd, it may be worth investigating further. Be aware of situations where employees
are compensating for inadequate HVAC. such as propped doors or blocked vents.

Every job, everyday: Daytan HVAC products never stop working for you.
For a complete selection of Dayton products, see the Grasnger catalog or visit grainger.com/dayton
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